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DPI/NGO Relations invites you to a

Briefing
“Faith Series: Building Bridges Between Cultures: A Closer Look at Hinduism”
Thursday, 21 January 2010
10:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.*

Conference Room 3, Temporary North Lawn Building


Background Information
With roots in Asia dating back over 5,000 years, Hinduism is arguably the world’s oldest existing religion.  Moreover, its rich cultural heritage embraces not only a religion, but also a civilization, an economic system, literature, art, and architecture.  Among its many core principles, tolerance and pluralism are especially stressed; this is evident in the diversity of Hindu practice and the centuries of peaceful coexistence it has experienced with a large variety of other faiths. Hinduism’s unmistakable respect for all genuine religious pursuits is conveyed in the often quoted proverb Ekam sat anekah panthah, “Truth is one, paths are many.”  Although the vast majority of practitioners reside in India, the Hindu Diaspora is in fact a global phenomenon: 20 to 22 million of an estimated 930 million Hindus worldwide can be found in areas outside of India.

In a world where religious conflicts can be exacerbated by distorted stereotypes, the need to build bridges between societies, and promote dialogue and understanding among peoples of different faiths has never been greater.  It was against this background that the Alliance of Civilizations was formed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, in 2005 to explore the roots of polarization between societies and cultures in today’s world, and to recommend a practical program of action to address this issue.  The Alliance seeks to reaffirm the principle of mutual respect among peoples of different cultural and religious traditions, emphasizing that the history of relations between cultures is not only one of wars and confrontation, but one based on centuries of constructive exchanges and peaceful coexistence. This week’s Focus on Faith Series reflects this theme as it explores how this belief system, in this case Hinduism, conveys this important principle which is also reflected in the work of the United Nations.  We hope that this Briefing will serve to demonstrate to the NGO community the importance of Hinduism in today’s world with its particular emphasis on tolerance and pluralism.
All Briefings Begin promptly at 10:15 a.m. and we ask that our audience is seated by 10:00 a.m. sharp.
Moderator: María Luisa Chávez; Chief, NGO Relations, Department of Public Information (DPI)

Speakers


Dr. P. Jayaraman, Director of Bhavan USA, Institute of Indian Culture

Dr. K. L. Seshagiri Rao, Professor Emeritus in the Department of Religious 
Studies, University of Virginia, and Chief Editor of the Encyclopedia of 
Hinduism project

Thomas Uthup Ph.D., United Nations Alliance of Civilizations

Chan R. Jamoona, Interfaith Center of New York (invited)

Venue for the Briefings will be provided as soon as the information is available.  United Nations-produced videos relevant to the Briefing’s theme are sometimes screened during the Briefing.  For Briefing information please call the DPI/NGO Information Lines at +1-212-963-7232 / 7233 / 7234 or e-mail dpingo.briefings@un.org.  To receive the Briefing information electronically, please email dpingo.briefings@un.org. You can also visit the NGO Relations Cluster website at www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/index.asp , where archived web casts and audio (both when available) of the Briefing may also be assessed.
Requests for guest passes should be faxed on organization letterhead to the NGO Resource Centre at +1 212-963-2819 or e-mailed to dpingo.briefings@un.org at least two days prior to the Briefing (Please note that pass requests received at any other address other than the one provided will not be processed). All guest passes should be picked up in the DPI/NGO Resource Centre, Room GA-37, on the morning of the briefing.  NGOs are reminded that the Briefing will start promptly at 10:15 a.m.
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